SR VOL. 2: GOODBYE, CRESTFALLEN! (STORY PAGE)

STORY PANEL 1: 

CAPTION: 23 years ago! Serenity Elizabeth “Sera” Rose, one of only five American witches, is born to TERRIFIC FANFARE in Chicago, Illinois! Unfortunately, hers is not to be such a “charmed” life...

CAPTION: When Serenity is just 4 years old, her mother succumbs to a mysterious illness... and little Sera turns EIGHT CUBIC MILES of Lake Michigan to SOLID ICE in the middle of July! Chicago, Illinois, is unamused.

STORY PANEL 2: 

CAPTION: One month later, Serenity’s father receives an offer to move the family to a more “accepting” environment: CRESTFALLEN, “Spookiest Lil’ Town In the U. S. of A.” had been founded by a witches’ coven in the 17th Century. Over time, however, it’s become more of a “HORROR DISNEYLAND” – as Serenity soon discovers.

STORY PANEL 3: 

CAPTION: At 16, Serenity loses her father. Feeling increasingly alone, angry, and confused, in February she takes a busload of her classmates on a FURIOUS SUPERNATURAL MELTDOWN six miles in the air! Months later, citing the extremely unusual nature of Serenity’s “condition,” a federal judge sentences her to nothing more than counseling...

STORY PANEL 4: 

CAPTION: Seven years pass without incident...

STORY PANEL 5: 

CAPTION: At age 23, Serenity is hurled back in the public eye after saving a roomful of gothics from a rampaging “Curse” addict (or “vampire”).

STORY PANEL 6: 

CAPTION: With all the new exposure comes a call from “Rivet Hed’s” controversial traveling witchcraft show. At her best pal Tess’ urging, Serenity meets with Hed’s management and is promptly offered SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS to conjure new monsters for the gore-encrusted show... But she’s put off by a glimpse backstage...

STORY PANEL 7: 

CAPTION: OF HER OWN VOLITION, Sera floats off to Oxford, England, to meet her idol, world-famous singer/sorceress VICIOUS WHISPER! In a long cloud-top conversation over tea, Sera is presented with a STARKLY DIFFERENT vision of witchcraft than the one she found with Rivet Hed...

CAPTION: In the end: GREAT JOY! Vicious asks Serenity to move to Oxford and become her new apprentice!

STORY PANEL 8: 

CAPTION: AND SO...
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PAGE 1 PANEL 1: 

VALENTINE: You’ve been keeping us waiting, Serenity Rose.
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PAGE 2 PANEL 1: 

VALENTINE: You know I’m a patient man.

PAGE 2 PANEL 2: 

VALENTINE: People like us have very little use for impatience.

PAGE 2 PANEL 3: 

VALENTINE: ...But, sadly, no amount of patience will ever stop the clock, so I’m afraid we’re going to need an answer.

VALENTINE: Now.
PAGE 2 PANEL 4: 

DAD: SERA!

PAGE 2 PANEL 7: 

SERA: NO.


SERA: No, I...

SERA: ...The answer is no.

PAGE 2 PANEL 8: 

VALENTINE: Good.


VALENTINE: It’s good to listen to your father, Sera. He’s a fine man.

VALENTINE: But I want you to remember one thing, Serenity Rose.

VALENTINE: This world... is a DREAM.

VALENTINE: And people like us, we are the lucid dreamers.

VALENTINE: Understand that, and you’ve learned everything I have to teach.

VALENTINE: ...Now forget me.
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PAGE 3 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: Friday, Jan. 11

SERA CAPTION: Dear Diaries Are Stupid...

SERA CAPTION: My apprenticeship with the coolest witch in the universe begins next Wednesday.

SERA CAPTION: I’m moving to the UK.

SERA CAPTION: My future has become this big bright thing yelling happystuff in my ears all day every day.

SERA CAPTION: ...So of course, I’m obsessing over the past.
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PAGE 4 PANEL 1: 

REPORTER: ...footage of local rescue crews pulling survivors from the frozen school bus earlier today in Crestfallen.

REPORTER: The bus was discovered at approximately 3:15 in the afternoon, encased in the ice of Stillwater Drown.

PAGE 4 PANEL 2: 

BUFORD: We saw it moving about 200 feet off the ground. Thought it was a meteor at first, but ah, it was moving more like a barrel, y’know? Like a, ah... a metal... a spinning metal barrel.

BUFORD: So I’m thinkin’, this is a UFO, right? But ah...

BUFORD: But then I heard the SCREAM.

BUFORD: One... long... scream...

PAGE 4 PANEL 3: 

JEANNE: At this hour, eight unidentified victims have been taken to Everbrook Memorial Hospital in nearby Castle City. The exact NATURE of their injuries, however, has not been disclosed.

JEANNE: ...As to the CAUSE of the incident... Chase News is NOT at this time ready to CONFIRM the involvement of 16-year-old Serenity Elizabeth Rose, the YOUNGEST of America’s five known witches.
PAGE 4 PANEL 4: 

JEANNE: ...Authorities are referring to her only as...
CAPTION: 7 years ago.
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PAGE 5 PANEL 1: 

JEANNE: ...a person of interest.
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Not a bit of text on this page.
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PAGE 7 PANEL 1: 

MERRICK: Ah...

MERRICK: ...The room is CLEAR, Captain...

PAGE 7 PANEL 2: 

VOGEL: BullSHIT, Merrick! Kid says it was in there not five GOD-damned minutes ago!

MERRICK: Ah... Negative, Captain...
PAGE 7 PANEL 3: 

MERRICK: ...Negative heat sig...

MERRICK: ...Negative motion detect...
PAGE 7 PANEL 5: 

MERRICK: ...The thing is GONE, sir.
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PAGE 8 PANEL 1: 

TROOPER: CHRIST! FU- SHE’S RIGHT-

VOGEL: ALPHA TEAM, TALK TO-

VOGEL: DELTA, CHARLIE, TWO DISRUPTOR TEAMS TO EAST WING-

TROOPER: MOVE! MOVE! MOVE!

PAGE 8 PANEL 2: 

VOGEL: ALL TEAMS TO-

PAGE 8 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Why?

PAGE 8 PANEL 5: 

TROOPER: NUH!
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PAGE 9 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Please...

PAGE 9 PANEL 6: 

SERA: get...
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PAGE 10 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: ...out...
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PAGE 11 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: ...No...

SERA CAPTION: ...That’s not right...

PAGE 11 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: ...You weren’t there...

PAGE 11 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: You-

PAGE 11 PANEL 4: 

MADDY: YOU NEVER DO ANYTHING.
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PAGE 12 PANEL 1: 

SERA: EEEYAAAHH!

PAGE 12 PANEL 2: 

KELTON: Sera?
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PAGE 13 PANEL 1: 

KELTON: SER-

PAGE 13 PANEL 2: 

KELTON: I mean... are you... all... kay?
PAGE 13 PANEL 3: 

SERA: ...Jussa dream...

KELTON: A dr- That’s... That was SOME dream there...
PAGE 13 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Mruh...

SERA: Zuh night... “Night terrors,” ac’shly... I um... I get ‘em a lot.

SERA: It’s like... um... like... God, my heart is RACING... It’s like your body’s SUPPOSED to be paralyzed when you’re dreaming, but um... BUT... But yeah. It’s humiliating...

SERA: It’s sort of like sleepwalking, I guess.
PAGE 13 PANEL 5: 

KELTON: Do you always blow up your TV?

SERA: Oh...

SERA: Oh yeah, um... pretty much.
PAGE 13 PANEL 7: 

KELTON: Ooh!
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PAGE 14 PANEL 1: 

KELTON: Oh! So that’s- It’s a real TV, huh?

SERA: Yuh.

KELTON: I would’ve thought you’d just... y’know, make one out of ECTOPLASM or something.

SERA: Nuh.

KELTON: I mean, if it’s going all KAPAFF all the time...

PAGE 14 PANEL 2: 

SERA: Well, yeah, I COULD probably do that.

SERA: It’s not like the parts have to actually WORK or anything.

KELTON: Right right...

KELTON: As long as you know what the thing is SUPPOSED to do...

PAGE 14 PANEL 3: 

SERA: Right, yeah, but that’s the THING, though...


SERA: It’s like... Well, I read about this German witch once. HE conjured up his own TV, and yeah, at first it worked just peachily... Until he started to notice his boyfriend turning up in all the shows... as a cop, a jockey... Rod Serling... a whole line of Rockettes... It turned out the witch hadn’t just conjured up a TV, but all the PROGRAMMING for it, too. Straight from his subconscious.

PAGE 14 PANEL 4: 

SERA: ...Sometimes you’re just better off sticking with the real thing, y’know?

TV TEXT: Senate War on Christ

PAGE 14 PANEL 5: 

SERA: ...Kelton, why are you in my home?

SR VOL. 2: GOODBYE, CRESTFALLEN! (PAGE 015)

PAGE 15 PANEL 1: 

KELTON: Oh! Oh yeah, Zoe let me in. She said I could wait.

SERA: Wh- How long have you been here?

KELTON: Since... 10:00?

SERA: And it’s...

KELTON: Er... 3:00.

PAGE 15 PANEL 2: 

SERA: Oh man, this isn’t about that COMIC stuff, is it?


SERA: I’m really sorry, it’s just that I’ve been so swamped lately...

KELTON: No no!

KELTON: We found a new cartoonist, actually. He’s really... sort of... good... ish...

COMIC TEXT: “ZOMBIE CHE” by THE PEOPLE.

COMIC TEXT: Eat GUNS, Dollar Pig!

COMIC TEXT: Oh no!

(FOOTNOTE: From “Fearful Thing: The Journal of the Underside #6” D. D. Kelton, ed.)
PAGE 15 PANEL 3: 

KELTON: No no, I’m just here ‘cause, y’know... we haven’t seen you AT ALL since you got back from England. And that was like... two months ago.

KELTON: I just- I mean... Aren’t you going off to Vicious in a couple weeks?
PAGE 15 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Um... Wednesday, actually.
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PAGE 16 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Yeah, I...

SERA: Sigh. I’m sorry, it just... I dunno... It just doesn’t feel like there’s any REASON to go out anymore, y’know? I mean... I’ve spent so many years cooped up in here HIDING from this town and feeling BAD about myself for it, I just feel like...

SERA: Like...

SERA: Like, SCREW IT, I’ll just start over in England.

PAGE 16 PANEL 2: 

SERA: Now I’m just sort of waiting out the clock, y’know?

KELTON: That’s exactly what Tess said you’d say.
PAGE 16 PANEL 4: 

SFX: shake shake
PAGE 16 PANEL 5: 

SERA: How IS Tess, anyw-

KELTON: GOOD!
PAGE 16 PANEL 6: 

KELTON: She’s good...

KELTON: I mean, she’s PISSED, yeah, but um... But I’m sure she’d, like, definitely want to see you before you, um... before...

KELTON: Wow, Wednesday, huh?
PAGE 16 PANEL 7: 

SERA: SHE’S pissed.

SERA: Ugh...

SERA: Last I saw her, she was SHRIEKING at me for not SELLING OUT.

KELTON: Yeah, she felt kinda bad about that. At first. 

KELTON: But then when you wouldn’t TALK to her, she just, um... well..

KELTON: Then she sprained her wrist trying to break into your house...
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PAGE 17 PANEL 1: 

KELTON: I gues a bunch of goblins swarmed her.

SERA: Hmm.

PAGE 17 PANEL 2: 

SERA: So THAT’S what that sound was.

KELTON: She thinks you, um, “sicced them” on her.

SERA: I did NOT. There’s ALWAYS a bunch of goblins out there.

KELTON: Weeeellll you should probably, y’know, talk to HER about that.

SERA: Meh. I’m kinda busy right now.

PAGE 17 PANEL 3: 

KELTON: Right...

PAGE 17 PANEL 4: 

KELTON: Oh hey...

KELTON: Hey, did you SEW this lil’ guy?

PAGE 17 PANEL 5: 

SERA: Oh... yeah.

SERA: It was Vicious’ suggestion. I guess working with real, physical stuff like that is supposed to help me understand shapes and dimensions better when I’m conjuring.

SERA: It’s about “focus” or whatever.

KELTON: Have you made a LOT of these?
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PAGE 18 PANEL 2: 

KELTON: HEY!

KELTON: Who wants to go for a burger?
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PAGE 19 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: In the year of our lord 1661, the Crestfallen Coven pulled up half their little island refuge and floated it across the Atlantic to the New Old World.

SERA CAPTION: No one really knows why.

SERA CAPTION: We DO know they never even CONSIDERED settling anywhere on the East Coast. Too “filthye with Englyshe,” they said.

SERA CAPTION: So they settled in the Pacific Northwest instead.

PAGE 19 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: CHARLES-WITHOUT-END, leader of the coven, negotiated treaties with all the local Indian tribes.

PAGE 19 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: And by “negotiated,” I mean he said “If you stay out of our woods, you will keep all of your intestines.”

SERA CAPTION: Of course, it ws only a matter of time before the “filthye Englyshe” arrived in the area. And by the middle 1800’s they were arriving by the thousands.

SERA CAPTION: The seven witching families were divided on how to respond. Charles and most of the others wanted to simply ignore the settlers.

PAGE 19 PANEL 4: 

SERA CAPTION: His 2nd in command, PRESTER TOOME, for very personal reasons, wanted to FIGHT.

PAGE 19 PANEL 5: 

SERA CAPTION: In January, 1857, there was an explosive light show over the town, visible as far south as San Francisco.

SERA CAPTION: The Crestfallen Coven was never heard from again.

PAGE 19 PANEL 6: 

SERA CAPTION: For 76 years, Crestfallen was a “cursed place.” A quiet place.

SERA CAPTION: Then, in 1933, the newly-formed SUPERNATURAL SHIELD INITIATIVE (SSI), under direction of the legendary Joe “Machine-Gun” Huff, made a big splash by finally opening a “safe road” into town.

PAGE 19 PANEL 7: 

SERA CAPTION: And in 1950, multi-millionaire movie mogul B. Floyd Hackett Jr. surreptitiously bought up all the land in and around Crestfallen.

SERA CAPTION: He had big plans.
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PAGE 20 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: ...Screw you, B. Floyd Hackett Jr.

SERA: 18 straight years of Founder’s Festival avoidance, and I forget about it the last year I’m here.

KELTON: Heh.

KELTON: Can’t you just, y’know, FLY us up over all this?

SERA: What, in PUBLIC and everything?

KELTON: ...Isn’t that sort of what you’ll be doing for a LIVING soon?

PAGE 20 PANEL 2: 

SERA: Pssh. Like I’d give it away for FREE, Kelton.

KELTON: ...I’ve got, like, eight bucks on me...
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PAGE 21 PANEL 1: 

RESTAURANT NAME: “Dead Bettie’s”

PAGE 21 PANEL 3: 

SERA: You’re right...

SERA: That was MUCH easier.

PAGE 21 PANEL 4: 

MUSIC: Monsters chasing after me – I get no sleep – I’m runnin’
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PAGE 22 PANEL 1: 

KELTON: “I dunno, Kelton. I’m just not convinced Americans will BUY a car that runs on untreated sewage. It’s certainly not something I’d organize a whole MARCH about, anyway.”

KELTON: But AHA! “AHA,” I said.

PAGE 22 PANEL 1: 

KELTON: “I think, sir, you’d be surprised by just how much STINK the American people would be willing to ENDURE if we could just... um...”

KELTON: “Just...”
PAGE 22 PANEL 1: 

KELTON: ...Yeah, you’re not listening to me at all, are you?
PAGE 22 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Whuh? Oh... Sorry, I couldn’t hear you over all the menacing surf guitar.

SERA: I’m sketching this guy who’s been staring at us since we walked in.
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PAGE 23 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Well don’t look right AT him!

KELTON: HRRP!

PAGE 23 PANEL 2: 

SERA: Did you see those weird marks on his face, though?

SERA: Those are WITCH BURNS.
PAGE 23 PANEL 3: 

SERA: Guy might as well have a big neon “SSI” sign on his forehead...


KELTON: SSI?
PAGE 23 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Prolly SPYING on me or some-
KELTON: No no no, SSI is in town because of the whole HIKER thing. 

PAGE 23 PANEL 5: 

SERA: “Hiker thing?”

KELTON: Yeah! A couple tourists got, y’know, sorta MANGLED out in the deep woods yesterday.


KELTON: Some mysterious BEASTIE, I guess.
PAGE 23 PANEL 6: 

KELTON: I’m surprised you didn-
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PAGE 24 PANEL 1: 

TESS: FUCK.

TESS: YOU.

PAGE 24 PANEL 2: 

TESS: FUCK YOU for not answering your phone,

TESS: FUCK YOU for not answering your door,
PAGE 24 PANEL 3: 

TESS: FUCK YOU for eight weeks of KELTON and his retarded “causes,”

TESS: FUCK YOU for eight weeks of this STUPID JOB you didn’t stop me from taking,
PAGE 24 PANEL 4: 

TESS: I will KILL YOU, Barbara!
PAGE 24 PANEL 5: 

TESS: FUCK. YOU.

TESS: For eight GOD-damned weeks of GOD-damned ANGER, and most fuckyouiest of all...
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PAGE 25 PANEL 1: 

TESS: FUCK YOU for little GHOULIES busting my GOD-damn arm!

CAST TEXT: “That’s a good gag!” – Grampa

CAST TEXT: “Get well soon!!” – Kelton

PAGE 25 PANEL 2: 

SERA: This going about how you expected there, K-Dog?

PAGE 25 PANEL 3: 

TESS: Just what the HELL was going on in that big fat PUMPKIN of yours? You were going to AVOID me for the rest of FOREVER?


SERA: Not FOREVER, no...

TESS: TWO FREAKING MONTHS! And now we’re down to what, two, three weeks?

KELTON: Four days, actually.

TESS: WHAT??

PAGE 25 PANEL 4: 

SERA: OKAY.

SERA: Well, guess I have some apologizin’ to do here.

PAGE 25 PANEL 5: 

SERA: Apology #1:

SERA: I’m sorry I haven’t taken your calls lately. If you recall, the last time we spoke, Tess, you called me a slothy BITCH for not whoring my talents out to drug addicts. So I just thought I’d stay off the phone and spare you all that, y’know, slothy bitchiness.

PAGE 25 PANEL 6: 

SERA: Apology #2:

SERA: I’m sorry you’ve been stuck with Kelton for so long. Personally, I think he’s an okay guy when he’s not trying to trick me into reconciliations, but I know how you feel about people with interests beyond money and screaming, so my apologies.

PAGE 25 PANEL 7: 

SERA: Apology #3:

SERA: I’m sorry I wasn’t around to stop you from taking this job. I understand it’s my lot in life to be the tiny squeak of reason in that big, clattering boiler room of a brain you’ve got, but sometimes lil’ Sera needs a BREAK, y’know?

PAGE 25 PANEL 8: 

SERA: Apology #4:

SERA: I’m sorry my actions have made you so angry. Hearing YOU complain about ANGER is sort of like hearing Willy Wonka complain about CANDY, but still, my bad.


SERA: And apology #5...
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PAGE 26 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Um... Yeah, sorry about the arm thing.

SERA: I’m not sure what got into the goblins there...

TESS: BULL. SHIT.

TESS: I can do the Googles, y’know! I know you magicians can control ALL the witchy critters!

PAGE 26 PANEL 2: 

TV (JEANNE): Update on our top story this afternoon...

TESS: The little bastards were out there protecting their evil magician-

PAGE 26 PANEL 3: 

TV (JEANNE): New footage coming in at this hour...

PAGE 26 PANEL 4: 

JEANNE: We have what we’re TOLD is HOME VIDEO of the incident in question.


JEANNE: Joining us now is Chase News’ chief supernatural correspondent Dr. Andy Tau.

PAGE 26 PANEL 5: 

JEANNE: Andy, take us through what we’re looking at here. We’re in the Inconsolable Wood..

ANDY: That’s right, Jeanne. We’re looking at video shot by hiker #2, now identified as Maya Hart...

PAGE 26 PANEL 6: 

ANDY: We see her husband, Ulle, hiking somewhere near Stillwat-

ANDY: Okay, now rising up from behi-

JEANNE: This is the unidentified... ah...

JEANNE: ...Oh... Oh my...
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PAGE 27 PANEL 1: 

JEANNE: Is that a Trapper Keeper?

PAGE 27 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Gotta go.
PAGE 27 PANEL 1: 

KELTON: My car...
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PAGE 28 PANEL 1: 

CAPTION: Six weeks ago...

ANDY: MONSTERS IN MATOBO!

ANDY: Inspectors were SHOCKED by what they discovered in this abandoned diamond mine in southwestern Zimbabwe.


TV TEXT: Dr. Andrew Tau – Zimbabwe

PAGE 28 PANEL 1: 

ANDY: The Matobo mine was shut down by the troubled VAN VEDEKER company nearly 20 years ago, but last week the company’s new owners RE-OPENED the subterranean sections of the site... and got a DISTURBING surprise.

TV TEXT: DIAMOND MINE MYSTERY
PAGE 28 PANEL 1: 

ANDY: SSI International has pulled nearly 300 apparently spellcast creatures out of the tunnels since Sunday, with no telling how many are left to find.

ANDY: So far we have few details on the NATURE of these creatures, though one official DID describe them as “highly disturbing.”
PAGE 28 PANEL 1: 

ANDY: And it seems supernatural BEASTIES are not the ONLY thing the authorities have found in the tunnels.

ANDY: Experts have been flown in to examine what SSI is calling “hieroglyphics” spread throughout the system... and to catalog several HUNDRED scattered personal items, as well.
PAGE 28 PANEL 1: 

LOWIE: Coats, blankets... some buckets, cutlery, knives... BOOKS. Some books...
TV TEXT: Lowie Oosterhagen - SSI

PAGE 28 PANEL 1: 

LOWIE: ...Children’s books...

CAPTION: Part Two
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PAGE 29 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: Sunday, Jan. 13

SERA CAPTION: 4 AM

SERA CAPTION: Dear Diaries Are Stupid...

SERA CAPTION: Last Thursday one of my recurring nightmares woke up and ripped a man’s arm off with its teeth.

SERA CAPTION: Not so good.

SERA CAPTION: I have now been awake for 36 hours straight.

SERA CAPTION: Let’s see how long I can go...
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PAGE 30 PANEL 1: 

VICIOUS: Well, absolutely witches CAN conjure in their sleep, dear.

VICIOUS: Usually not more than little blips and bloops of ectoplasm here and there, though.

SERA: Really?
PAGE 30 PANEL 2: 

SERA: ‘Cause, um, Wikipedia had some STORIES...

PAGE 30 PANEL 3: 

VICIOUS: Oh yes, WELL... plenty of STORIES out there...

VICIOUS: My FAVORITE is about the Prussian cavalry officer who called up 100 gargantuan, fire-breathing metal stallions to trample Napoleon’s army in their beds. Now, this officer CLAIMED he’d never so much as conjured a bolt of SNOT in his life – good Christians simply don’t DO such things, you know. Poor dear tried to attribute his monstrous NOCTURAL EMISSIONS to, and I quote, “indigestion.”

SERA: He seriously did all that in his SLEEP?

VICIOUS: That’s the LEGEND, anyway. They say he may have single-handedly ended the Napoleonic Wars that night.
PAGE 30 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Wow.

VICIOUS: Of course, “indigestion” or not, they still burned him alive for necromancy the next day.

SERA: ...Oh.

VICIOUS: And then there’s old Hans Kotka...
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PAGE 31 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Yeah, I’ve been reading about him a little...

SERA: ...Do you think he was telling the truth?

NEWSPAPER TEXT: GERMAN WITCH TRIED FOR MURDER

NEWSPAPER TEXT: CONJURES BEASTS “WHILE SLEEPING”

PAGE 31 PANEL 2: 

VICIOUS: Hm.

VICIOUS: Hard to say, love. Poor thing did himself in before the trial ended, didn’t he?

VICIOUS: We never really got a proper answer.

PAGE 31 PANEL 3: 

VICIOUS: But those critters he called up were certainly more elaborate than anything I’VE ever conjured in my dreams.

PAGE 31 PANEL 4: 

VICIOUS: I’VE never made anything bigger than a butterfly, as far as I know.

PAGE 31 PANEL 5: 

SERA: But... How can you be SURE?

SERA: I mean... you’re ASLEEP, right? You can’t know...

VICIOUS: Right, well I’m just sort of going by what people have TOLD me over the years, yeah?

PAGE 31 PANEL 6: 

SERA: People?

VICIOUS: Oh yes, well... You know how it is. You ah-

PAGE 31 PANEL 7: 

VICIOUS: Hang on... 

VICIOUS: ...Have you never shared a BED with anyone, Sera?

PAGE 31 PANEL 8: 

SERA: Bye now!
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PAGE 32 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Don’t sleep. Don’t sleep. Don’t sleep. Don’t sleep. Don’t sleep.  

PAGE 32 PANEL 2: 

SERA: LOUDER.

PAGE 32 PANEL 3: 

SERA: STRONGER.

PAGE 32 PANEL 4: 

SERA: FREDDIER.

FREDDY: THIS... is God.

PAGE 32 PANEL 5: 

SERA: Don’t sleep...
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Not a bit of text on this page...
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PAGE 34 PANEL 1: 

ZOE: Ser-

PAGE 34 PANEL 3: 

ZOE: SERA!
PAGE 34 PANEL 4: 

ZOE: SERA, MY GOD!

ZOE: Are you all right?
PAGE 34 PANEL 5: 

SERA: Thish... (This)

SERA: ...Hash otta stob... (Has got to stop)

ZOE: My GOD, Sera!

ZOE: The night terrors again?

PAGE 34 PANEL 6: 

SERA: Mmm...

SERA: Mmm I thoud (thought)... um... if I stayed up long enough I’d be too EXHAUSTED for dreaming, but um...
PAGE 34 PANEL 7: 

SERA: But yeah, didn’t work.

ZOE: Only YOU would use industrial rock and horror movies as a CURE for night terrors.
PAGE 34 PANEL 8: 

SERA: Horror stuff doesn’t give me bad dreams, Zoe.
PAGE 34 PANEL 9: 

ZOE: Oh, I know THAT.

ZOE: But perhaps we ought to have a little, ah... “sleep strategy” session at some point, yeah?
PAGE 34 PANEL 10: 

ZOE: Anyway, the sheriff is here to see you.

LOIS: Yup.

ZOE: Oh, and here she is now, barging into people’s rooms without permission! How nice for everyone!
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PAGE 35 PANEL 1: 

LOIS: Sorry to cut in on you there, folks. I heard screaming and thought I might come in here and pretend to be a cop or something.

LOIS: Seems we have a bit of a pr-

PAGE 35 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: Ho... lee... COW!

PAGE 35 PANEL 3: 

MERRICK: The floating queen-size...

MERRICK: The dancing paint man...

MERRICK: The big picture windows that emit no light...

MERRICK: ...I cannot BELIEVE I’m seeing this with my own two eyes.
PAGE 35 PANEL 4: 

MERRICK: CHESTER MERRICK, SSI.

MERRICK: It is TRULY an honor to meet you, Sera.
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PAGE 36 PANEL 1: 

MERRICK: This ROOM. All this STUFF... YOU... It’s all LEGENDARY in my line of work.

PAGE 36 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: Not that you AREN’T legendary to everyone ELSE on planet earth! It’s just that for SSI men it’s a little more... ACUTE.

MERRICK: God, you should HEAR the stories they tell about you around the ol’ water cooler at Twin Pines.

(FOOTNOTE: SSI HQ)

MERRICK: “Serenity Rose can breathe FIRE from her eyes.” “Serenity Rose has a tiny GOAT HEAD in the small of her back...”

MERRICK: “Serenity Rose gave birth to a THOUSAND CHARCOAL BABIES whose stain never leaves your skin...”

MERRICK: Crazy, crazy stuff.
PAGE 36 PANEL 3: 

ZOE: Lois?

ZOE: Lois, dear, can you explain why you’ve brought this strange man here to frighten my stepdaughter?
PAGE 36 PANEL 4: 

MERRICK: Ma’am, on my way in here I couldn’t help but notice a fresh-brewed pot of jasmine tea in the kitchen.

MERRICK: Would it be COMPLETELY out of line for me to trouble you for a mug?

ZOE: Is that your polite way of telling me to get lost, Mr. Merrick?

MERRICK: Would you mind?
PAGE 36 PANEL 5: 

ZOE: Well let’s just see... Do you think you’ll be all right on your own here, Sera?
PAGE 36 PANEL 6: 

SERA: Yeah...

SERA: Yeah, let’s just rip the stupid band-aid off.
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PAGE 37 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: Sera, this is footage of last Thursday’s creature attack in the woods.

MERRICK: The... UNEDITED footage. Gets a bit graphic.

MERRICK: Now. Normally, the only 10-foot hazards people find out in the Inconsolable Wood are TROLLS.

MERRICK: But THIS is no troll.

MERRICK: The green color... The inconsistent form... We think this might be a REVENANT. Are you familiar with them, Sera? They’re pretty rare...

MERRICK: Revenants are, essentially, semi-sentient wads of ECTOPLASM... Typically detritus from a separate conjuring event.

MERRICK: You make a troll or what-have-you, and the little leftover bits of GOOP can go wandering off on their own. They take on any form they happen to come across.

MERRICK: Revenants can be somewhat... unpredictable.
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PAGE 38 PANEL 1: 

MERRICK: This hiker was lucky... His wife is a nurse. She managed to slow the blood flow long enough for EMT’s to arrive.

MERRICK: But still... losing an arm isn’t the sort of thing you just shrug off.

SERA: ...I didn’t do-

PAGE 38 PANEL 2: 

LOIS: AHEM.

LOIS: Mr. Merrick here thinks maybe you can help us FIND our little TOURISM problem.

(BOOK TITLE: Sleep Disorders)

PAGE 38 PANEL 3: 

MERRICK: Oh, I’m SURE she can, Chief.

MERRICK: Here’s the deal, Sera:

MERRICK: I’ve had my teams out scouring the woods for three days now, but so far, no big green school-girls. This thing knows how to HIDE.

MERRICK: So it’s time to try another tack:

PAGE 38 PANEL 4: 

MERRICK: TROLLS.

MERRICK: Our old pals. The troll army was originally conjured to keep watch over the Inconsolable Wood and defend it from any intruders. In other words, these guys see EVERYTHING. That part you know.

PAGE 38 PANEL 5: 

MERRICK: What you may NOT know is that the trolls were very SPECIFICALLY designed to take orders from ANY witch, Crestfallen Coven or not.

PAGE 38 PANEL 6: 

MERRICK: ANY witch.
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PAGE 39 PANEL 1: 

MERRICK: We’re heading out to sweep the Doldrums again tomorrow morning. My guys spotten five or six trolls there on Friday.

MERRICK: So here’s what I’m asking you to do for me, Sera: COME WITH US. Come down to the Doldrums, draw the trolls to you – TRY to draw the trolls to you – and ask them to lead you to the revenant. That’s all I need. No sweat.

MERRICK: We’ve got the technology to trap this thing ourselves. Then we’ll haul it down to Twin Pines and figure out EXACTLY where it came from.

MERRICK: Now... I’ll admit I’m not 100% sure my little scheme here will work, but I think it’s worth a shot. I certainly haven’t gotten any BETTER ideas from HQ.

PAGE 39 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: So what do you say, Sera? Feel up to a little troll herding?
PAGE 39 PANEL 6: 

MERRICK: Well, you’ll think about it.

MERRICK: We’ll come back in the morning.
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PAGE 40 PANEL 1: 

MERRICK: Oh, um...

MERRICK: Just one more thing...

MERRICK: In case I don’t see you again.

PAGE 40 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: I, ah... I actually WORKED on your case way back when... Interviews, mostly.

MERRICK: ...There was this one girl...

PAGE 40 PANEL 3: 

MERRICK: She lives in Chicago now, you know. A photographer. We keep tabs.
PAGE 40 PANEL 4: 

MERRICK: I could, ah...

MERRICK: I could pass a MESSAGE to her, if you want.
PAGE 40 PANEL 5: 

MERRICK: ...Well, you’ll think about it.

MERRICK: See you in the morning.
PAGE 40 PANEL 6: 

SERA: Lois...
PAGE 40 PANEL 7: 

SERA: You said you’d never let them back in this house, Lois.
SERA: You SAID that to me.
PAGE 40 PANEL 8: 

LOIS: ...Yeah.

LOIS: Yeah, I think maybe you oughtta BE here to help these guys out tomorrow, kid.
PAGE 40 PANEL 9: 

LOIS CAPTION: They’ve gotten a LOT smarter since last time.
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PAGE 41 PANEL 3: 

KID: ...Last chance, Mad-Dawg...

KID: Hooomoooo.

PAGE 41 PANEL 4: 

KID: My dick can HEAL you, dawgie.

KID: Hooomoooo.

PAGE 41 PANEL 5: 

KID: Knock the DYKE right out ya.

KID: Hooomoooo.

PAGE 41 PANEL 6: 

KID: Hooomoooo.
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PAGE 42 PANEL 1: 

MADDY CAPTION: You... never... DO... anything...

PAGE 42 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: The Doldrums.
SERA CAPTION: Cold, dead heart of the Inconsolable Wood.
SERA CAPTION: Hundreds of interconnected pools of clear, frigid water, almost eight miles deep in some places. Nothing lives down in the Doldrums. No fish. No bugs. No bacteria. Nothing. It’s all dead.
SERA CAPTION: Totally dead.

SERA CAPTION: A few years ago I stuck a bus in one of these things.
SERA CAPTION: But today I’m just here to talk to some trolls.
PAGE 42 PANEL 4: 

SERA CAPTION: I’m not the first witch to do this.
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PAGE 43 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: ATLAN was first. Atlan is always first.

SERA CAPTION: Atlan Samuel is the most famous witch on earth. He’s been out there performing “feats and wonders” on behalf of the U.S. government since 1931.

PAGE 43 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: In 1933 they sent him to Crestfallen to order the dreaded troll army to stop killing “mortals” in the woods. They did (mostly).
PAGE 43 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: In 1937 they sent him to the City of Octagon to rub out the infamous “Jade Claw” supernatural crime syndicate. He did.
PAGE 43 PANEL 4: 

SERA CAPTION: In 1942 they sent him to the South Pacific to destroy the fiendish Dr. Hideki Nobuzawa’s deadly Ecto-Boy Terror Squadron. He did.
PAGE 43 PANEL 5: 

SERA CAPTION: In 1959 they sent him to Red Square to broker a peace treaty with his old foe Grigori Vadalyev, “The Grey Beast of the Urals.” He did.
PAGE 43 PANEL 6: 

SERA CAPTION: And he did it all in spite of one SEVERE handicap: Up until 1963, witchcraft was totally illegal in the United States of America.

SERA CAPTION: All of Atlan’s “feats and wonders” for this country were performed in the guise of “Secret Agent A-5, Science-Master of the Super-Radio Magnetobelt!”
SERA CAPTION: And he never once complained.
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PAGE 44 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: I’m not one tenth the witch Atlan is.

PAGE 44 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: I never will be.
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PAGE 45 PANEL 2: 

SERA: ...Can you hear me?

SERA: ...Yeah, you can hear me.

PAGE 45 PANEL 3: 

SERA: There is an intruder in our woods. Take me to it.
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PAGE 46 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: The cave...

SERA CAPTION: ...Of course it’s the stupid cave.

PAGE 46 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: I used to come here all the time when I was a kid. To hide from allt he people, the noise... whatever. There’s this hissy, echoey sort of sound in here... kind of soothing.

SERA CAPTION: ...I dreamed a lot of dreams in this place.

PAGE 46 PANEL 7: 

SERA CAPTION: I’m sorry, Maddy.
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PAGE 47 PANEL 8: 

SERA CAPTION: ...No.
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PAGE 48 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: No...

SERA CAPTION: No...

SERA CAPTION: No...
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PAGE 49 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: They’re not mine...

SERA CAPTION: It’s not mine...

PAGE 49 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: They’re not my dream-
PAGE 49 PANEL 4: 

“VICIOUS”: Ssseeerrraaa...
PAGE 49 PANEL 6: 

“VICIOUS”: Sera dear...
PAGE 49 PANEL 9: 

“VICIOUS”: Come here, Sera...
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PAGE 50 PANEL 1: 

SERA: EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE...

PAGE 50 PANEL 2: 

SERA: What if they find it?
PAGE 50 PANEL 3: 

SERA: What if they find it what if they find it what if they-
PAGE 50 PANEL 6: 

SERA: NUH!

PAGE 50 PANEL 7: 

STILETTA: Naughty naughty...
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PAGE 51 PANEL 1: 

CAPTION: Four weeks ago...

JEANNE: BREAKING NEWS AT THIS HOUR!

JEANNE: Chase News has received PHOTOS of the mysterious “Matobo Monsters” discovered in an abandoned Zimbabwean diamond mine two weeks ago...


TV TEXT: Mine Monster Photos

PAGE 51 PANEL 2: 

JEANNE: SSI International released these images just moments ago...

JEANNE: Officials are now CONFIRMING the creatures are indeed SPELLCAST, but their origin remains unknown.

PAGE 51 PANEL 3: 

JEANNE: Earlier rumors pointed to similarities between the creatures and characters in CHILDREN’S BOOKS recovered from the site.

JEANNE: These photos certainly add CREDENCE to those reports.

PAGE 51 PANEL 4: 

JEANNE: Joining us again from Zimbabwe is Chase supernatural correspondent Dr. Andrew Tau... Andy... Just what are we to make of these new images?

ANDY: That’s an excellent question, Jeanne.

PAGE 51 PANEL 5: 

ANDY: What ARE these things?

ANDY: WHY do they look like distorted CHILDREN’S characters?

ANDY: HOW are they connected to last week’s rumors of HUMAN REMAINS found in the tunnels?

PAGE 51 PANEL 6: 

ANDY: The ONLY people who can answer these questions?

ANDY: The VAN VEDEKER COMPANY.

ANDY: And to this day they’ve released NO STATEMENT about this hidden army of MONSTERS in their former diamond mine.

CAPTION: Part Three
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PAGE 52 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Mruh...?
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PAGE 53 PANEL 1: 

SERA: WHO ARE YOU? WHY ARE YOU DOING BLOODY... STAY AW- NO! No no no no... no... n...

PAGE 53 PANEL 2: 

SERA: GAH! The dreams are still in-
PAGE 53 PANEL 3: 

SERA: Government is comin’
PAGE 53 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Where- What time is... wait...

SERA: Wait...
PAGE 53 PANEL 5: 

SERA: Wait...
PAGE 53 PANEL 7: 

SERA: ...I’m totally screwed...
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PAGE 54 PANEL 1: 

ZOE: ...Hello?

PAGE 54 PANEL 2: 

ZOE: Hel- SERA!

ZOE: My GOD, Sera! Where have you BEEN? The sheriff was here not one hour ago looking for you! She said... ah...
PAGE 54 PANEL 3: 

ZOE: She...
PAGE 54 PANEL 4: 

ZOE: Oh!
ZOE: Oh yes! Yes...
PAGE 54 PANEL 5: 

SERA: You hide in the woods to smoke?

ZOE: No no no no no no! No I... Ah... Yes. Yes I hide in the woods to smoke.
SERA: Does Mary Ann know about this?

ZOE: No. No she does not.
PAGE 54 PANEL 6: 

ZOE: But if it’s any consolation to you, the guilt is just SLAUGHTERING me.
PAGE 54 PANEL 7: 

SERA: Yeah, I know how THAT feels.
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PAGE 55 PANEL 1: 

ZOE: Ah, you mean the TESS situation.

SERA: ...whuh?

SERA: ...What about Tess?

PAGE 55 PANEL 2: 

ZOE: Oh, I just meant how you haven’t been speaking and such.

SERA: Oh... No, I-

PAGE 55 PANEL 3: 

ZOE: It’s certainly none of MY business. I don’t know exactly what the two of you are going through.

ZOE: But ah... Well, let me just say this:

PAGE 55 PANEL 4: 

ZOE: When I first came here from Manchester, I left a lot of... RUFFLED relationships behind me... And most of those relationships can’t EVER be patched up again.

ZOE: Now, at the TIME I thought, well, good riddance. Who needs them?

PAGE 55 PANEL 5: 

ZOE: But... I’m not the same person I was at 17.

ZOE: If I’d known I was going to be gone for such a long, long time... I’d never have left things hanging the way I did.
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PAGE 56 PANEL 1: 

ZOE CAPTION: ...Home can haunt you forever, Sera. But you don’t have to let it.

SERA CAPTION: From Nov. 22 until Feb. 7 every year, it snows every single day in Crestfallen. The temperature doesn’t matter. The snow doesn’t collect on the ground too much.

SERA CAPTION: There’s just this perfect little globe of snow over town all season long.

PAGE 56 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: In 1950, the town’s new owner thought that was just PEACHY.
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PAGE 57 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: When B. Floyd Hackett walked into Crestfallen on April 19, 1950, he entered a world almost totally untouched since 1857.
PAGE 57 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: He saw the mismatched architecture in the glow of the original ghost lanterns. No one knows who used to live in those buildings. Outcasts and heretics from around the world, probably.
PAGE 57 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: Hackett’s “Spook Parade” winds down Affliction St. every night at 9:00 PM.
PAGE 57 PANEL 4: 

SERA CAPTION: Hackett saw City Hall floating listlessly over the rooftops. No one knows why it floats like that. Maybe the witches just wanted a place to meet where no human could ever follow.
PAGE 57 PANEL 5: 

SERA CAPTION: Hackett chained it to the ground. They lower it for tours every 20 minutes, 9 ‘til 9.
PAGE 57 PANEL 6: 

SERA CAPTION: Hackett saw the Rock Temple, carved straight out of the cliff and filled with nothing at all. No one knows what people worshipped in this place. The witches themselves, maybe.
PAGE 57 PANEL 7: 

SERA CAPTION: The “Temple of Rock Spookshow Explosion” performs here once an hour, 10’til 9.
PAGE 57 PANEL 8: 

SERA CAPTION: Hackett saw Bittercurve the Pitiless, still gliding through the dark, clear water of Crucible Cove. No one knows where the big serpent went. It used to protect the bay, but not anymore.
PAGE 57 PANEL 9: 

SERA CAPTION: The animatronic version surfaces every 20 minutes and screams, every day, 10 ‘til 9.
PAGE 57 PANEL 10: 

SERA CAPTION: Hackett saw the statue of Charles-Without-End in the center of the Frozen Circle.


SERA CAPTION: But Hackett couldn’t touch that one.

SERA CAPTION: It’s too cold.
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PAGE 58 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: So Charles just stands there all day, being all cold and showing his little watch to Bettie Von Shockenstein.
PAGE 58 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: Hello.
PAGE 58 PANEL 4: 

SERA CAPTION: Hi.
PAGE 58 PANEL 5: 

SERA CAPTION: Yep.
PAGE 58 PANEL 6: 

SERA CAPTION: Meh.
PAGE 58 PANEL 7: 

SERA CAPTION: ...Here we go.
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PAGE 59 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Hey.

TESS: Hey.

PAGE 59 PANEL 2: 

TESS: Just kinda hangin’ out there basking in the crowds, eh?
PAGE 59 PANEL 3: 

SERA: Yeah...

SERA: Yeah, I didn’t realize it got so crowded so early...
PAGE 59 PANEL 4: 

TESS: Yep. Lots of people awake at 11 AM.

TESS: What do you want?
PAGE 59 PANEL 5: 

SERA: I um... I needed to see you.

SERA: Couldn’t wait.
PAGE 59 PANEL 6: 

TESS: UH OH! Clock’s tickin’, huh? Well, boy howdy lemme just drop everything and-
PAGE 59 PANEL 7: 

SERA: I have to APOLOGIZE.

TESS: YEAH you do.
PAGE 59 PANEL 8: 

TESS: I’m going away for a long time, Tess. And um... And I just don’t want to, uh... to leave... things...
PAGE 59 PANEL 9: 

SERA: ...Sure you don’t want to come closer there?

TESS: It’s like MINUS eight degrees in that circle.

SERA: I could make like a... heat... bubble... for you.

TESS: I don’t want to sit in any “heat bubble.”
PAGE 59 PANEL 10: 

SERA: Tess...

TESS: I’m sorry, am I supposed to be making this EASY for you?
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PAGE 60 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Sigh...

PAGE 60 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Mmkay.

SERA: Okay, let’s do this.

PAGE 60 PANEL 5: 

SERA: I... HATE this place, Tess.

SERA: I always HAVE. When my dad first brought me here, he thought he’d finally found a place where I’d be understood. Where I wouldn’t be JUDGED, wouldn’t be this freaky THING... Where maybe I could even be treated like a real human girl from time to time.

SERA: But... he was wrong.

SERA: From day one, I was the mayor’s precious little OBJECT. It was all parades and crowds and “demonstrations” and “ribbon cuttings” and on and on... you know all this crap.

SERA: I was sick every single day.

SERA: You’re the only one who ever treated me like a REAL HUMAN, Tess. The first time you ever took a swing at me, it was just this... TRANSFORMATIVE moment in my life... You’re the only real connection I ever made with this town.

SERA: And that’s... sort of the problem...

SERA: You’re a PART of this place, Tess. One of the ONLY parts it’ll be hard to leave behind. So when we had that big BLOW-UP, I figured... Maybe I should just shut up and leave that last little part of the past...

SERA: ...in the past.
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PAGE 61 PANEL 1: 

SERA: I know that’s totally unfair and totally horrible and I’m an awful, awful person... and... if you never want to speak to me again, I totally get that.

PAGE 61 PANEL 2: 

TESS: I’m part of the PAST?

PAGE 61 PANEL 3: 

TESS: I’m part of the-

TESS: I AM YOUR FUTURE, ASSHOLE!

TESS: I FINALLY drag your sickly paper-white FACE out into the sun and force you to DO something with your life... and now I’m part of the PAST?

TESS: FUCK. THAT.

PAGE 61 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Tess.

TESS: You OWE me, Thumbelina! You weren’t even THINKING about the future ‘til I came lighting fires under your midgetty little ass! Without ME, you’d still be squatting in the dark crying all over your Morrissey records! And just what do I get for all my selfless charity?

PAGE 61 PANEL 5: 

TESS: BUGGERALL! DITCHED! BULLSHIT!

SERA: Tess.

PAGE 61 PANEL 6: 

TESS: “Mmm... Mruh... Hrrm... Sorry, Tess, you’re just a big pile of nothing now that I’ve got a ticket to Oxford. Mmm. I’m Sera.”

SERA: Tess.

PAGE 61 PANEL 1: 

TESS: STUPID UNGRATEFUL FURY HATE WORM SPIT!

SERA: TE- Goddammit...

PAGE 61 PANEL 1: 

SERA: TESS!

SERA: Tess, I’m not GOING to England!

PAGE 61 PANEL 1: 

TESS: ...Huh?
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PAGE 62 PANEL 1: 

TESS: ...Anyone keeps filming and they meet the Left Hand of Doom.

PAGE 62 PANEL 2: 

SERA: So.

SERA: You know that... THING that attacked those tourists in the woods last week?

TESS: Yeah?

SERA: Did you notice it looks EXACTLY like Maddy?

TESS: Maddy...

SERA: ...Bus incident Maddy?

TESS: ...OH SHIT!

TESS: The one you were all LUSTING after?
PAGE 62 PANEL 3: 

SERA: Mmyeah let’s... maybe not get into that right now...

SERA: But this Maddy.. monster... thing... in the woods... I think I might have conjured it.
PAGE 62 PANEL 4: 

SERA: ...In my sleep.

TESS: IN YOUR SLEEP?
PAGE 62 PANEL 5: 

SERA: Yeah, um... Well, some people talk in their sleep, or sleepwalk, or whatever. I... conjure things.

TESS: HOLY GOD!
PAGE 62 PANEL 6: 

TESS: How long has this been going on?

PAGE 62 PANEL 7: 

SERA: Since, um... EVER, I think? I dunno. I know I’ve had these horrible night terrors since I was like 8 years old.
PAGE 62 PANEL 8: 

TESS: Jesus! All this time and you’ve never gotten HELP?

SERA: I just figured it would, y’know... go away on its own. After a while.

PAGE 62 PANEL 9: 

SERA: But it DIDN’T go away.
SERA: And now there’s this whole CAVE full of dream conjurings in the woods... 15 years of dreams.

PAGE 62 PANEL 10: 

SERA: There’s more.

TESS: MORE?
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PAGE 63 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Yeah, remember that blonde witch? The one we saw in the woods that one time?

TESS: Well, I didn’t exactly SEE her, but...

SERA: She’s attacked me like SIX TIMES, Tess.
PAGE 63 PANEL 2: 

TESS: SIX TIMES?

SERA: She steals my locket every time.
PAGE 63 PANEL 3: 

TESS: Wha-

TESS: Why haven’t you TOLD anyone? You’re being ATTACKED and you d-
PAGE 63 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Who would I TELL, Tess? The SSI? The cops?

SERA: Who’s going to trust ME?

SERA: I’ll wind up with another 1246 bullet holes in my bedroom.
PAGE 63 PANEL 5: 

TESS: So... What, you’re just going to IGNORE her?

SERA: I just figured she would-

TESS: Go away on her own, right.

TESS: There’s a PATTERN forming here.

SERA: Yeah, and maybe, y’know, once I was with Vicious, I’d be... y’know, safe.
PAGE 63 PANEL 6: 

TESS: GOD!
SERA: I don’t know!

PAGE 63 PANEL 7: 

TESS: GOD! You can’t-

TESS: This woman has attacked you SIX TIMES and you’re-
PAGE 63 PANEL 8: 

SERA: I think she found the cave.
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PAGE 64 PANEL 1: 

TESS: She found the-

SERA: She found the cave. She found the cave and she’s started using my dreams to-

PAGE 64 PANEL 2: 

TESS: NO.

SERA: Dreams to-

PAGE 64 PANEL 3: 

TESS: NO.

SERA: Dr-

PAGE 64 PANEL 4: 

TESS: NO.

SERA: Tess, please... stop...

PAGE 64 PANEL 5: 

TESS: YOU STUPID... LITTLE... THING!

TESS: I’m taking your ass to the cops RIGHT NOW before you get some-

PAGE 64 PANEL 6: 

TESS: ...one...

SR VOL. 2: GOODBYE, CRESTFALLEN! (PAGE 065)

PAGE 65 PANEL 1: 

TESS: ...killed.
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PAGE 66 PANEL 1: 

SERA: TESS!

PAGE 66 PANEL 6: 

SERA: prrff...
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PAGE 67 PANEL 4: 

MERRICK: Hit it.
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PAGE 68 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: Bring the sludge.
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PAGE 69 PANEL 1: 

MERRICK: SHIT.
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Nothin’ on this page, no SIR.
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PAGE 72 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: SERA!

MERRICK: Sera, do NOT destroy that thing! We need it WHOLE!

SERA: ...I didn’t make this...

MERRICK: That’s FINE, Sera... We can TEST it. We can PROVE it’s not yours. But you need to give it to us WHOLE... You can’t DISSOLVE it like the rest! You ca-

PAGE 72 PANEL 3: 

SERA: I DIDN’T MAKE-

PAGE 72 PANEL 7: 

SERA: ...Wait...
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PAGE 73 PANEL 2: 

TV: Amateur video of the 20-foot “Green Behemoth” exiting the woods directly BEHIND City Hall. The creature made its way south-

TV TEXT: CHAOS IN CRESTFALLEN

PAGE 73 PANEL 3: 

TV: Resemblance to the large red-haired man seen in this EXCLUSIVE amateur video arguing with Serenity Rose just MINUTES before the-

TV TEXT: THE MAKING OF A MONSTER
PAGE 73 PANEL 4: 

TV: Described by onlookers as a quote unquote “lover’s spat.” Experts are now SCOURING the public record in search of-

TV TEXT: EXCLUSIVE
PAGE 73 PANEL 5: 

TV: Agents lost the creature deep in the Doldrums area of the Inconsolable Woods, but managed to TRACK it via helicopter-mounted sens-

TV TEXT: CRESTFALLEN MASSACRE
PAGE 73 PANEL 6: 

TV: Claim Ms. Rose was totally UNABLE to gain control of her creations until AFTER the brutal slaughter of eight SSI agents, raising serious-
PAGE 73 PANEL 7: 

TV: Are told SSI and local authorities IMMEDIATELY took Rose into custody, but her exact location and mental state are, at this hour...
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PAGE 74 PANEL 1: 

CAPTION: ...unknown.

PAGE 74 PANEL 3: 

LOIS: Uh-huh.

LOIS: ...Right.

PAGE 74 PANEL 4: 

LOIS: Right. What about Connors?
PAGE 74 PANEL 5: 

LOIS: Connors. The ER guy.
PAGE 74 PANEL 7: 

LOIS: Right.
PAGE 74 PANEL 8: 

LOIS: Right.

LOIS: Right. Well, keep an eye on it.
PAGE 74 PANEL 9: 

LOIS: SOMEbody we know has gotta know if this girl is still breathing.
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PAGE 75 PANEL 1: 

SERA: ...Any news?

PAGE 75 PANEL 2: 

LOIS: Nah.

LOIS: Merrick’s got the whole hospital locked down pretty tight. But no worries.
PAGE 75 PANEL 3: 

LOIS: I still know plenty of people who-

MERRICK: Don’t bother.
PAGE 75 PANEL 6: 

LOIS: There’s this little button by the door. You press it, it makes a little ding-a-ding, maybe I come and see who, ah...
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PAGE 76 PANEL 1: 

MERRICK: Michael. Eason. Rhodes.

MERRICK: With us for 12 years. Good guy. Used to manage a speed metal band in his misspent youth.

PAGE 76 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: Richard. Rogelio. Nuñez 

MERRICK: A wanderer. A former DRIFTER. Once drove a motorbike from one end of Uzbekistan to the other.

PAGE 76 PANEL 3: 

MERRICK: Robert Alan Cole... Pablo Gil Reyes...

MERRICK: Jack Soo.

PAGE 76 PANEL 4: 

MERRICK: Nicholas Ian Pastora...

MERRICK: Paul Bolek Wojiekowski...

PAGE 76 PANEL 5: 

MERRICK: ...Beth. Elizabeth. Hunter.

MERRICK: The rookie. Lots of promise. Lots of TATTOOS. Bosses weren’t too happy about that...

PAGE 76 PANEL 7: 

MERRICK: Eight dead bodies.

MERRICK: Three more wounded.

MERRICK: ...But your little friend?

PAGE 76 PANEL 8: 

MERRICK: Well, she’s just FINE.
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PAGE 77 PANEL 1: 

MERRICK: One broken collarbone... Three cracked ribs... One sprained wrist – the OTHER wrist... Multiple lacerations, bumps, bruises...

MERRICK: Nothing disastrous. Nothing permanent.

MERRICK: She’ll live.

PAGE 77 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: In fact, Tess and I, we had a nice, long chat.

PAGE 77 PANEL 3: 

MERRICK: She told me about the blonde witch.

MERRICK: The one who’s attacked you six times.

MERRICK: The one who keeps stealing your little locket.

PAGE 77 PANEL 4: 

MERRICK: ...The one no one has ever seen and you’ve never told the police about.

PAGE 77 PANEL 5: 

MERRICK: ...Do you ever have hallucinations, Sera?

PAGE 77 PANEL 6: 

SERA: What? No, I...

MERRICK: Night terrors, though.

SERA: Yeah, bu-

PAGE 77 PANEL 7: 

MERRICK: Have you ever had an MRI? A brain scan?

PAGE 77 PANEL 8: 

SERA: I...

PAGE 77 PANEL 9: 

MERRICK: Lois, would you please give us a moment alone here?

SR VOL. 2: GOODBYE, CRESTFALLEN! (PAGE 078)

PAGE 78 PANEL 1: 

LOIS: Nah. This is MY house, Merrick. I’m watching my stories.

MERRICK: Lois...

PAGE 78 PANEL 2: 

LOIS: “Lois” nothin’. I still outrank you, Mr. LaForge.
PAGE 78 PANEL 3: 

MERRICK: You haven’t been a Priest in 16 yea-
PAGE 78 PANEL 4: 

LOIS: Right, back when you were still crapping your Pampers. Listen... I remember what you little boys did to this girl the LAST time I left you alone with her.

LOIS: AIN’T. GONNA. HAPPEN. AGAIN.
PAGE 78 PANEL 8: 

MERRICK: Sera, I think it’s about time I leveled with you.
PAGE 78 PANEL 9: 

MERRICK: What happened between you and my people here seven years ago, it was the second-worst scandal in SSI history.
MERRICK: In the end, the public wound up with the impression you and your loved ones had been treated... unfairly. That the Shield’s tactics were a wee bit...
MERRICK: SEVERE.
PAGE 78 PANEL 10: 

MERRICK: ...A lot of folks down at Twin Pines would very  much like to CHANGE that impression.
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PAGE 79 PANEL 1: 

LOIS: They want another CRACK at you, kid.

MERRICK: A fight.

LOIS: Lil’ witchie goes mad dog, has to be put down by the heroic men of the SSI.

PAGE 79 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: That is what they want, yes.
PAGE 79 PANEL 3: 

SERA: Can I...

SERA: Can I call my friend?
PAGE 79 PANEL 4: 

MERRICK: Sera.

MERRICK: I don’t think you’re quite grasping the SERIOUSNESS of your predicament here... The Shield has been WAITING for a moment like this. LIVING for it.

MERRICK: These people... they want you BAD, Sera.
PAGE 79 PANEL 5: 

LOIS: Right. And what about YOU, Merrick?

LOIS: What do YOU want?
PAGE 79 PANEL 6: 

MERRICK: Me?

MERRICK: I just want to keep the BLOOD off my shirts.
PAGE 79 PANEL 7: 

MERRICK: ...Don’t fight us, Sera.

MERRICK: Don’t run.

MERRICK: No manhunt. No war.

MERRICK: Just come with me – peacefully – and we’ll go to Twin Pines and sort this out together.

MERRICK: Now.

PAGE 79 PANEL 8: 

LOIS: Tomorrow.

MERRICK: What?
PAGE 79 PANEL 9: 

LOIS: She’ll come with you tomorrow.

LOIS: 9 AM.

LOIS: You ain’t got any way of holding her, anyway.

LOIS: Serenity here’s been a part of this town for 20 years, Merrick...
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PAGE 80 PANEL 1: 

LOIS CAPTION: ...Girl’s got a LOT of loose ends to tie up.
PAGE 80 PANEL 2: 

AGENT: Wait wait wait... Say again? Say- She’s coming HERE? And what am I supposed to do, just let her walk right-
PAGE 80 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Which floor?
PAGE 80 PANEL 5: 

AGENT: Uh...

AGENT: Third floor, room thr-
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PAGE 81 PANEL 3: 

CAPTION (TWILIGHT ZONE INTRO): You’re traveling through another dimension...

PAGE 81 PANEL 4: 

CAPTION (TWILIGHT ZONE INTRO): A dimension not only of sight and sound but of mind...
PAGE 81 PANEL 5: 

CAPTION (TWILIGHT ZONE INTRO): A wonderful journey into a wondrous land whose boundaries are that of imagination...
PAGE 81 PANEL 6: 

CAPTION (TWILIGHT ZONE INTRO): At the signpost up ahead – your next stop...
PAGE 81 PANEL 7: 

CAPTION (TWILIGHT ZONE INTRO): ...The Twilight Zone.
PAGE 81 PANEL 11: 

SERA: Yaaahhhh...
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PAGE 82 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: City Hall after 9 PM is the best place to go to write.

SERA CAPTION: I’ve had a clipboard and paper squirreled away on the roof here since I was 8.

SERA CAPTION: During the day this building is constantly going up and down, up and down, taking load after load of googly tourists up 50 at a time.

SERA CAPTION: But that all stops at 9 PM.

SERA CAPTION: After 9 PM, City Hall stays high and empty and beautiful, and no on can see what I’m doing.
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PAGE 83 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: A couple of times a week I’ll come write and draw here until about 2 AM, then go wander the empty streets for a while.

PAGE 83 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: Which is... odd...

SERA CAPTION: I mean, if I don’t want to be SEEN, you’d think I’d feel safer sticking to my hidey hermit hobbit hole all the time. But nope. I think about coming out here all the time.
PAGE 83 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: I dunno... I guess there’s just something about being in dead empty places that are usually all stuffed full of people.
PAGE 83 PANEL 4: 

SERA CAPTION: Kind of a nice “Dawn of the Deady” vibe going on... Like this whole “mall” belongs to me now.
PAGE 83 PANEL 5: 

SERA CAPTION: I go to all the best parts of my little Dawny kingdom and just sorta sit around for a while.
PAGE 83 PANEL 6: 

SERA CAPTION: Enjoying the silence and all that.
PAGE 83 PANEL 7: 

SERA CAPTION: Once in a while, I pick out some obscure little bit of my kingdom and kind of... CHANGE it... just a smidge.
PAGE 83 PANEL 12: 

SERA CAPTION: Using WITCHINESS.
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PAGE 84 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: When I was younger (and feeling especially adventurous), I’d go wandering off the safely beaten path...

SERA CAPTION: In more dangerous directions...

PAGE 84 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: Like into Hackettown, for instance, the big chunk of Crestfallen they dug up in the 50s to plant new bungalows for employees.

SERA CAPTION: Sneaking around the ‘burbs always seemed so naughty and wrong...
PAGE 84 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: ...I mean, what if someone SAW me?

SERA CAPTION: EEK!
PAGE 84 PANEL 4: 

SERA CAPTION: Same thing with the University.

SERA CAPTION: I’d go there and make this weird little game of avoiding the night watchmen and snatching cool books from the library. In 10 years only ONE guard ever noticed what I was doing.
PAGE 84 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: Every so often the guy would leave these tiny rum ball cookies for me in the clock tower.

SERA CAPTION: I really appreciated that.
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PAGE 85 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: Going out always made me feel better about going home.
PAGE 85 PANEL 6: 

SERA: Yikes.

PHONE TEXT: 149 MESSAGES
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PAGE 86 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: I have no idea how to even START this conversation.

PAGE 86 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: I don’t know what to say because I don’t know what’s going ON and I don’t know what I’m going to do.

SERA CAPTION: I don’t know what happens next.

SERA CAPTION: I don’t know if I’m running to England or fighting the SSI or going to prison or losing my mind or just plain old getting gutted by a strange blonde witch.
PAGE 86 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: All I know for sure is that no matter where I wind up...

SERA CAPTION: Whatever happens tomorrow...
PAGE 86 PANEL 4: 

SERA CAPTION: There’ll be a lot of SORRIES to leave behind.
PAGE 86 PANEL 6: 

SERA CAPTION: So now I’m just sitting outside, writing in this diary and waiting to see what I’m going to do.
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PAGE 87 PANEL 1: 

CAPTION: Two weeks ago...

JEANNE: The Matobo Mummy unmasked!

JEANNE: New DNA evidence has identified the human remains discovered in an abandoned Zimbabwean diamond mine last November...


TV TEXT: MATOBO MUMMY UNMASKED!

PAGE 87 PANEL 2: 
JEANNE: Sources in SSI International have CONFIRMED the remains as those of WILLEMINA VAN VEDEKER, mother of slain diamond heir Theo Van Vedeker.

JEANNE: The reclusive matriarch had been missing and presumed dead for 17 years.

PAGE 87 PANEL 3: 
JEANNE: Authorities are now searching for ANY connections between Willemina’s BIZARRE imprisonment and the still-unsolved MURDERS of her son and his wife, Christianne, three years ago.

PAGE 87 PANEL 4: 
JEANNE: At this hour Willemina’s reappearance and the exact NATURE of the strange storybook creatures who SHARED her subterranean cell remain unexplained...

PAGE 87 PANEL 5: 
JEANNE: But SOME in the know are speculating that the sheltered, little-seen Willemina HERSELF may have been the source of the spellcast menagerie.

JEANNE: Could Willemina Van Vedeker been hiding a secret supernatural identity?

PAGE 87 PANEL 6: 
JEANNE: And could one of this lonely, trapped old woman’s CONJURED friends have dug itself loose... 

JEANNE: ...to wreak havoc on her family?

CAPTION: Part Four.
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PAGE 88 PANEL 1: 

VOGEL: Shut the- I don’t care if you have to shove a flashlight in every GOD-damn c-

PAGE 88 PANEL 2: 

TROOPER: CHRIST FU- SHE’S RI-

VOGEL: ALPHA TEAM, TALK TO-

VOGEL: DELTA, CHARLIE, TWO DISRUPTOR TEAMS TO EAST WIN-

TROOPER: MOVE! MOVE! MOVE!

VOGEL: ALL TEAMS TO-

PAGE 88 PANEL 3: 

VOGEL: GODDAMMIT, ALPHA TEAM, TALK T-

SR VOL. 2: GOODBYE, CRESTFALLEN! (PAGE 089)

PAGE 89 PANEL 4: 

SERA: They’re coming out now.
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PAGE 90 PANEL 1: 

VOGEL: FIRE! FIRE! FIRE!

PAGE 90 PANEL 6: 

JEANNE CAPTION: ...And not one of your men was seriously injured. Is that true, Mr. Vogel?

VOGEL CAPTION: No casualties. Just me.

JEANNE CAPTION: ...And you never held a gun to Contessa Rubikov’s head?
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PAGE 91 PANEL 1: 

VOGEL: I have never held a firearm to any civilian.

JEANNE: And Serenity’s stepmother? Her baby sister? Were th-

PAGE 91 PANEL 2: 

VOGEL: I knew exactly where they were within the house at all times. No civilian was ever in any danger at all.

JEANNE: ...You know that’s not what the jury-
PAGE 91 PANEL 3: 

VOGEL: The jury was wrong.

JEANNE: They-
PAGE 91 PANEL 4: 

VOGEL: The jury was wrong. I was right, the jury was wrong.
PAGE 91 PANEL 5: 

VOGEL: Ms. Fender, I HAVE never and WILL never apologize for my methods.

VOGEL: A witch of sufficient power can crush a 60-ton Abrams tank with its MIND. It can throw up an ectoplasmic shield capable of withstanding multiple point-blank hits from a 155 MM howitzer. It can build whole PLATOONS of DEMONS out of NOTHING in six seconds flat. Some witches have rigged it so they can’t even DIE.

VOGEL: What would you have me do in the face of that kind of power, ma’am? Would you like me to ARREST these creatures? Put them in little CELLS? Politely ask them to BEHAVE?

VOGEL: When a witch goes rogue, madam, it is my job to STOP it. And a pitiful little pink lump of humanity like myself has just ONE weapon to use when up against such an existential threat to our race:
PAGE 91 PANEL 6: 

VOGEL: SURPRISE.

VOGEL: Hit ‘em before they see it coming. No warning, no chance. Don’t tell their families, don’t alert the public, just hit ‘em, hit ‘em HARD, bullet in the head, put them down.

VOGEL: Mission accomplished.

VOGEL: NO. APOLOGIES.
PAGE 91 PANEL 7: 

JEANNE: ...Mr. Vogel’s new show, “SSI Stories with Captain Victor Vogel,” premieres this Sunday morning at 10 AM Eastern, right here on Chase News.

JEANNE: Mr. Vogel, thank you again for joining us here on NEWSCUTTER, where we CHOP the fatty bias from YOUR prime cut of news.
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PAGE 92 PANEL 6: 

SERA: GAH!
PAGE 92 PANEL 6: 

SERA: ZOE!
PAGE 92 PANEL 6: 

SERA: ZO-
PAGE 92 PANEL 6: 

SERA: ZOE!

SERA: ZOE, THE SSI IS COMING! THE SSI IS- I TRIED TO WAIT OUTSIDE WHERE WE WOULDN’T HURT YOU BUT THEY’RE LATE! I DON’T KNOW WHERE THEY ARE OR WHAT THEY’RE DOING OR WHAT THEY-
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PAGE 93 PANEL 1: 

SERA: ...have... planned...

LOIS: ‘Lo, Sera.
PAGE 93 PANEL 2: 

LOIS: I told Merrick here to let you sleep a while longer.

LOIS: I figure you were up all night wandering the streets again.
PAGE 93 PANEL 3: 

SERA: It’s... just the two of you?
PAGE 93 PANEL 4: 

LOIS: Yup.
LOIS: Drove us here myself.
LOIS: Bad news is, he’s insisting on talking to you ALONE this time.
MERRICK: Have some tea, Sera.
LOIS: ‘Course, I COULD just burn some BOOTprints into his ass for you. I would be very willing to do that.
PAGE 93 PANEL 6: 

SERA: No...
SERA: No, it’s okay...
SERA: ...You should leave us alone.
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PAGE 94 PANEL 3: 

MERRICK: I understand why you don’t like the SSI, Sera. I wouldn’t either, if I were you. But I want you to know... we’re not all the same.

PAGE 94 PANEL 4: 

MERRICK: Oh, we all start out the same.

MERRICK: Every little shit-kicker getting off the bus at Twin Pines is there because he’s got some ANGER festering in his belly.
PAGE 94 PANEL 5: 

MERRICK: Maybe he’s angry because he’s been PERSONALLY wounded by the supernatural. His daddy was killed, his mommy was injured, an ogre touched his pee-pee, whatever.
PAGE 94 PANEL 6: 

MERRICK: Or maybe he’s angry because he thinks JESUS wants him to be angry. Some preacher’s got him all wound up about little red men with pitchforks and all that jazz. Pretty common.
PAGE 94 PANEL 7: 

MERRICK: Or maybe he’s just some dumb HICK who doesn’t like the idea of a skinny little GIRL having more POWER than he’ll ever have. Those guys are a real treat.
PAGE 94 PANEL 8: 

MERRICK: You’d think SOME people would join up to serve their country or earn a steady paycheck or just to play with some neat-looking guns... but nope.

MERRICK: Nope, it’s always anger.
PAGE 94 PANEL 9: 

MERRICK: ...Of course, it doesn’t have to STAY that way.
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PAGE 95 PANEL 2: 

SERA: So... Were YOU angry?
PAGE 95 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: OH yeah. Definitely.
MERRICK: I showed up at Twin Pines just CHOKED with anger... The past had NOT been my friend, Sera. I was a big, bloody open wound of a thing.
MERRICK: I could not WAIT to get out there in the trenches with all my fellow Priests and start building up some nice, thick scar tissue. I wanted to become a rock hard wall of HATE no man would DARE mess with anymore... I wanted to be Victor Vogel.
MERRICK: But I guess I just wasn’t STUPID enough for that.

MERRICK: Sera, when you spend all day every day living with something, LEARNING about it, trying to KNOW that thing so deeply it almost becomes a PART of you... Well, ANY halfway decent mind is going to start... percolating.
MERRICK: KNOWING shit can do violent things to your anger.
PAGE 95 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: I don’t SEE you the way Victor Vogel did, Serenity.

MERRICK: I don’t think you’re a monster. I don’t think you’re built for evil. I don’t think I can STOP what’s going on here by taking POT SHOTS at you from the dark and PRAYING for a clean hit. I didn’t even bring a firearm today...
MERRICK: No, Sera, I think the only way I’m going to STOP you – to solve this PROBLEM we’re having...
MERRICK: ...is to HELP you.
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PAGE 96 PANEL 1: 

SERA: So, um... So you think you know what’s going on, then?

MERRICK: What do YOU think is going on?

PAGE 96 PANEL 3: 

SERA: I’ve... been reading about this German witch a lot lately. Hans Kotka.

SERA: You’ve heard of him?

MERRICK: Of course.

SERA: Right. Then you know he was conjuring monsters in his sleep. Or... well, that’s what he SAID, anyway. And these monsters, they would do... things... he would NEVER do all by himself. Like they were acting on all his repressed impulses.

MERRICK: We all have those impulses. Subconscious.
PAGE 96 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Yeah, but for people like me and like Hans... well... “Subconscious” isn’t always so... “sub.”
PAGE 96 PANEL 5: 

SERA: “We are the lucid dreamers.”
PAGE 96 PANEL 7: 

SERA: I think I conjured the blonde witch. I think I did it in my sleep.
SERA: I think she’s a part of me.
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PAGE 97 PANEL 1: 

SERA: So what now?

PAGE 97 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: ...Psych evaluation, a stay in the new facility... Well, I say “facility,” but it’s really not so bad. We’ve got a full gym, library, our own movie theater...
MERRICK: You like “Juno?” We’ve got “Juno.”
MERRICK: Lois here will take over the search for your little blonde wad of ectoplasm, but I suspect it’ll just dissipate on its own within a week.
PAGE 97 PANEL 3: 

SERA: I should, um... I should go to the inn and say... something... to Mary Ann. Then, y’know, the hospit-

LOIS: Tess ain’t at the hospital.

SERA: Uh?
PAGE 97 PANEL 4: 

LOIS: Nope. Left this morning. Apparently she had a shift over at Bettie’s. Insisted on taking it.

SERA: But she’s got like NO arms!

LOIS: Yeah, well I ain’t eatin’ there.

ZOE: My God, I can’t believe that plaza is even OPEN today...
PAGE 97 PANEL 5: 

MERRICK: We work FAST, ma’am.

LOIS: Whip was CRACKED, Zoe. And I think you and I both know who did the crackin’.
PAGE 97 PANEL 6: 

SERA: That place is gonna be a mob scene...
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PAGE 99 PANEL 1: 

MERRICK: Hey...

PAGE 99 PANEL 2: 

MERRICK: HEY!

PAGE 99 PANEL 3: 

STILETTA: Haaaaa...
PAGE 99 PANEL 6: 

MERRICK: GRK-
PAGE 99 PANEL 8: 

SERA: No. No. No.
PAGE 99 PANEL 9: 

SERA: YOU. ARE. NOT. REAL!
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PAGE 100 PANEL 1: 

VALENTINE: But of course she’s REAL, Sera.

VALENTINE: Even if you HAD conjured her, she would still be REAL.

PAGE 100 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: ...I remember...

VALENTINE: Do you remember me, Sera?

SERA CAPTION: ...A very specific cold, twisty feeling in the deepest part of my stomach...

VALENTINE: You were 15 years old. I asked you to be my apprentice.

SERA CAPTION: ...A name... Just a name...

VALENTINE: But your father did not approve.

SERA CAPTION: ...Valentine.

PAGE 100 PANEL 3: 

SERA CAPTION: Valentine... one of a thousand different names...

VALENTINE: You always minded your father.

PAGE 100 PANEL 4: 

SERA: ...What...

SERA: ...What do you want from me?
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PAGE 101 PANEL 1: 

VALENTINE: Not a thing. Like I said, our business was complete eight years ago.

VALENTINE: My apprentice, however, seems to have a BONE to pick with you.
PAGE 101 PANEL 2: 

VALENTINE: Have you ever met a witch without fame, Sera?

VALENTINE: That’s exactly what Stiletta is.
VALENTINE: Her parents wanted it that way. In fact, they wanted to KILL their little blonde scandal at birth, but her crazy grandmother had a much STRANGER idea.
VALENTINE: She collected eight years of food, eight years of water, and eight years of fuel for a small generator. She took the baby – just six days old – deep into a diamond mine, and she sealed both of them there. Indefinitely.
VALENTINE: For eight years she raised that little girl to believe the cave was all there was to the world.
VALENTINE: And when crazy grandma finally starved to death, the little girl was left in the dark, in the cold, knowing nothing else and wanting nothing else. Forever.
VALENTINE: Ignorance... The only prison to hold a witch.
VALENTINE: But of course, this little girl knew how to make her OWN light.
VALENTINE: And one day her light found something hidden beneath the dead generator:
VALENTINE: Children’s books.

VALENTINE: Five of them.
VALENTINE: She doesn’t know who hid them there... Maybe her mother, in some final, pathetic attempt at love. Who can say?
VALENTINE: But in those books the girl saw things. She saw parents. And families. And cities. And sunlight and air and food and water and a world, perhaps, hiding somewhere above her cave...
PAGE 101 PANEL 3: 

VALENTINE: So she started digging.
SR VOL. 2: GOODBYE, CRESTFALLEN! (PAGE 102)

PAGE 102 PANEL 1: 

VALENTINE: Ah, Mr. Merrick. I’m very sorry about the arm.

PAGE 102 PANEL 2: 

VALENTINE: ...And about your friends...
PAGE 102 PANEL 3: 

VALENTINE: But then, what WERE they doing sneaking around in the woods, anyway?
PAGE 102 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Why... Why is she doing this to me?
PAGE 102 PANEL 5: 

VALENTINE: Oh, I can’t say for sure, Sera.
VALENTINE: I’ve been away for several months. But what do you say we try to figure it out together, huh?
PAGE 102 PANEL 6: 

VALENTINE: ...First she wrecked your favorite little Goth club.
VALENTINE: ...Then she conspired to put you in the hands of a drug pusher.
VALENTINE: ...Now she’s using your own dreams to make the world think you’re a killer.
VALENTINE: It’s almost like she’s trying to suck all the charm out of your charmed little life.
PAGE 102 PANEL 7: 

VALENTINE: ...You HAVE had a charmed life, wouldn’t you agree?

VALENTINE: A nice family to chase away all the scary monsters...
VALENTINE: A town full of admirers to celebrate you for what you are...
VALENTINE: The sympathy of the whole world even after you nearly killed a whole busload of children.
PAGE 102 PANEL 8: 

VALENTINE: And you didn’t even have to WORK for any of it.

VALENTINE: It all just fell into your lap.
VALENTINE: Well, Sera, Stiletta feels a little RAW about that.
VALENTINE: She doesn’t think you’ve EARNED what you have.
VALENTINE: And I think it’s time for her to stop all this passive aggression and confront you directly about her feelings.
PAGE 102 PANEL 9: 

VALENTINE: She wants to FIGHT, Sera.
VALENTINE: She wants you to FIGHT for your charmed little life.
VALENTINE: And if you don’t...
VALENTINE: Stiletta will murder everyone you love, grind this town to dust, ERASE your whole world...

VALENTINE: Then eat you alive.
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PAGE 103 PANEL 1: 

SERA: You... You’d let her DO that? You’d let her just DESTROY your whole-

PAGE 103 PANEL 2: 

VALENTINE: I’m sorry, Sera. I haven’t been clear.

VALENTINE: ...She isn’t asking ME to stop her...
STILETTA: Haaaaaaaaaaaa....
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Nothing but sound effects ‘round these parts...
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Not a speck of text on this here page...
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PAGE 106 PANEL 1: 

STILETTA: Fight for it.

PAGE 106 PANEL 3: 

STILETTA: FIGHT FOR IT.

PAGE 106 PANEL 5: 

STILETTA: FIGHT FOR IT!!

PAGE 106 PANEL 7: 

SERA: STOP CAN’T BREATHE TOO MUCH TOO MUCH STOP WAIT AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA!
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PAGE 107 PANEL 1: 

STILETTA: HA HA HA HA HA HA

PAGE 107 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Kel...
PAGE 107 PANEL 6: 

KELTON: I AM SERENITY’S VERY BEST FRIEND, KELTON!

KELTON: COME OVER HERE AND I WILL FIGHT YOU ON HER BEHALF!
PAGE 107 PANEL 8: 

STILETTA: haaaa...
PAGE 107 PANEL 10: 

KELTON: W- Wait...
PAGE 107 PANEL 11: 

KELTON: Right...
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PAGE 108 PANEL 1: 

KELTON: There.
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PAGE 109 PANEL 2: 

TESS: Whug?

PAGE 109 PANEL 3: 

STILETTA: HAAAAAAAA

PAGE 109 PANEL 8: 

STILETTA: ssssssssss
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PAGE 110 PANEL 1: 

SERA: You...

SERA: You said something about a FIGHT?

SR VOL. 2: GOODBYE, CRESTFALLEN! (PAGE 111)

PAGE 111 PANEL 2: 

SERA: Please please please please please

PAGE 111 PANEL 3: 

STILETTA: HA HA HA HA HA HA HA

SR VOL. 2: GOODBYE, CRESTFALLEN! (PAGE 112)

PAGE 112 PANEL 1: 

SERA: GYUH!

PAGE 112 PANEL 3: 

SERA: Uf...
PAGE 112 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Let...
PAGE 112 PANEL 5: 

SERA: GO...
PAGE 112 PANEL 7: 

SERA: YOU...
PAGE 112 PANEL 8: 

SERA: DICK!
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PAGE 113 PANEL 1: 

SERA: EAT!

PAGE 113 PANEL 3: 

SERA: GAH!

PAGE 113 PANEL 4: 

SERA: GEROFF!
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PAGE 114 PANEL 7: 

SERA: NO.

PAGE 114 PANEL 8: 

SERA: NO NO NO NO NO
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PAGE 115 PANEL 4: 

STILETTA: Give.

STILETTA: You give all.

STILETTA: Give me everything.

PAGE 115 PANEL 6: 

STILETTA: Not enough.

PAGE 115 PANEL 7: 

SERA: It...

SERA: It wasn’t everything...
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PAGE 116 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: Get up.

PAGE 116 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: Get up. You get UP.

PAGE 116 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: You pull the knife. You heal your wounds...

PAGE 116 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: Don’t run. You DON’T RUN AWAY.

PAGE 116 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: You don’t run away... You don’t HIDE. You don’t WAIT to be SAVED...

PAGE 116 PANEL 2: 

SERA CAPTION: You STAND UP. You patch your wounds. You STAND UP...

SERA CAPTION: ...You turn around...
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PAGE 117 PANEL 1: 

SERA CAPTION: ...And you look at who you are.

PAGE 117 PANEL 2: 

SERA: Put her down.
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PAGE 118 PANEL 1: 

SERA: It’s OVER.

PAGE 118 PANEL 2: 

SERA: You can’t possibly have any strength left.

SERA: Neither do I.

SERA: But what I DO have is a cave filled with 15 years of the CRAZIEST dreams you ever saw.

SERA: MY DREAMS. Not yours.

SERA: And now me and my dreams are taking your ass to the SSI. They’ve got a shiny new prison for MONSTERS like you.
PAGE 118 PANEL 3: 

SERA: It, um...

SERA: It doesn’t sound too awful, actually. They have, uh, “Juno.”

SERA: Do you like “Ju-“
PAGE 118 PANEL 6: 

SERA: Oh come on...
PAGE 118 PANEL 7: 

STILETTA: The first monster was all yours.
PAGE 118 PANEL 9: 

SERA: Uh-
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PAGE 119 PANEL 2: 

VALENTINE: There are exactly fifty-seven witches on this planet.

PAGE 119 PANEL 3: 

VALENTINE: There have always BEEN fifty-seven of us, and there will always BE fifty-seven of us.
PAGE 119 PANEL 4: 

VALENTINE: Whenever a witch dies, the very next child to be born will be one of us.
PAGE 119 PANEL 5: 

VALENTINE: I wonder... Will the next one have to live and die in a lonely little cave, too?
PAGE 119 PANEL 6: 

SERA: Get out of my town.
PAGE 119 PANEL 7: 

VALENTINE: Welcome home, Serenity Rose.
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PAGE 120 PANEL 1: 

CAPTION: Four days later...

JEANNE: Recapping our top stories at this hour... Witch War: The Fallout!


TV TEXT: WITCH WAR! FALLOUT

PAGE 120 PANEL 2: 

JEANNE: New DNA evidence released by the SSI has CONFIRMED the identity of the blonde witch as the sister – the TWIN sister – of Van Vedeker diamond heir SIMON VAN VEDEKER.

JEANNE: SSI International is now searching for CONNECTIONS between the witch, the still-unsolved deaths of Theo and Christianne Van Vedeker, and October’s Matobo diamond mine mystery.

PAGE 120 PANEL 3: 

JEANNE: Back in Crestfallen, Chase News has learned SSI and FBI officials are now focusing their continuing investigation on a CAVE hidden deep in the Doldrums region of the Inconsolable Wood.

JEANNE: The cave’s SIGNIFICANCE has yet to be revealed, but SSI chief investigator CHESTER MERRICK told us, quote, “We’re going to be here a while.”

PAGE 120 PANEL 4: 

JEANNE: That means bad news for “Hero of Crestfallen” SERENITY ROSE, who had planned to begin an APPRENTICESHIP with singer/sorcerer VICIOUS WHISPER this month at her home outside Oxford, England.

JEANNE: Authorities have requested Ms. Rose STAY in Crestfallen for the duration of their open-ended investigation.

JEANNE: Vicious Whisper, currently traveling in Africa with ATLAN SAMUEL, has so far been unavailable for comment.

PAGE 120 PANEL 5: 

JEANNE: ALSO unavailable for comment today: Crestfallen mayor ARTHUR J. “STUBBY” BUBBEL, who was QUESTIONED by the FBI this morning in connection with his administration’s handling of the events leading up to last week’s massacre.

JEANNE: Mayor Bubbel hwas REPEATEDLY denied responsibility for the decision to keep Frozen Circle Plaza OPEN last Tuesday, but the question remains: If Mr. Bubbel ISN’T in control of the “Spookiest Lil’ Town in America,” WHO IS?

PAGE 120 PANEL 6: 

JEANNE: And one final note...

JEANNE: Last week we reported that CROW CLOCK, which since January 5th, 1857 has been stopped at exactly 5 o’clock, suddenly began ticking again last Tuesday at 12:45 PM.

JEANNE: Today the SSI released photographic PROOF.
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PAGE 121 PANEL 1: 

SERA: Yep.

SERA: Yeah.

SERA: Yes.

SERA: Yeah, they said it could take like 6 months to... “catalog...” everything in that cave.

SERA: Yes.

PAGE 121 PANEL 2: 

SERA: Yes. EVERYthing.

SERA: YES.
PAGE 121 PANEL 3: 

SERA: Oh...

SERA: Oh, no no, I’m making the GOBLINS watcht he windows for any escapees now, so...
PAGE 121 PANEL 4: 

SERA: Yeah...
PAGE 121 PANEL 5: 

SERA: I um...

SERA: I... love you, Tess.
PAGE 121 PANEL 6: 

SERA: No, not like THAT! GOD!

SERA: UGH, I’ll see you guys in an hour.
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PAGE 122 PANEL 1: 

VICIOUS: Well HELLO, Sera!

VICIOUS: So sorry for the intrusion!

VICIOUS: I’m just looking for a good spot to park my tiny cottage for the duration...

PAGE 122 PANEL 2: 

VICIOUS: Your education, my dear, begins tomorrow at 6 AM!

